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G. FraedrichDepartment of Vascular Surgery, Leopold-Franzens-Universitat Innsbruck, AustriaI read with great interest the review article from
Professor Francis Robicsek on the history of carotid
surgery. I want to compliment him on this admirable
and extensive work that without any doubt required a
tremendous amount of research.
However, as chairman of the Department for
Vascular Surgery at the University of Innsbruck,
Austria, I have to add one correction.
The first surgeon to restore carotid continuity after
aneurysm resection was not von Parczewski in 1916
but Hans von Haberer-Kremshohenstein in 1914.
He operated on the 26th October 1914 on a 25-year-
old soldier that had a gunshot wound at his right neck
in August 1914. The patient presented with a pulsatile
mass at his right neck that was diagnosed as
arteriovenous aneurysm. Von Haberer ligated and
resected the internal jugular vein and oversewed a
1.5 cm defect of the common carotid artery with 120455+ 01 $35.00/0 q 2004 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserstitches after cautious resection of the borders. The
carotid arteries were demonstrated to be open after the
operation. The patient was dismissed from hospital
after 3 weeks without any neurological sequelae
beside a transient hoarseness.
The case was presented on 6th November 1914 in
front of the Scientific Society of Innsbruck and was
published in the Wiener Klinische Wochenschrift 48;
1533–1536 (1914).
In 1916 Hans von Haberer published amonography
on ‘Kriegsaneurysmen’ reporting on 72 operated cases
of aneurysms.
I want to congratulate again Francis Robicsek on his
admirable review and apologize for the correction.
However, historic reviews live from exchange of
information.
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